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				Lidamu iNkhomati latiwa kakhulu ngetinyoka tasemantini letinyenti. Mancoba nemndeni wakhe bebahlala dvute nalelidamu lelikhulu. Badobi betinhlanti bebalinconota kakhulu lelidamu. 
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				Mancoba naye abefisa kuba ngumdobi. Abehlala acela babe wakhe kutsi amtsengele emadoba. 
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				Ngalelilanga babe wakhe amtsengele emadoba, wajabula kakhulu. Inkinga kwaba ngulokutsi uyesaba kuhamba yedvwa edamini kuyewudoba. Wacela bangani bakhe, Tonkhe naSipho kutsi bahambe naye. Bangavumi. Basaba tinyoka tasemantini.
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				Utakwenta njani? Uyafuna kudoba kute asite babe wakhe ngekutsengisa tinhlanti emakethe. Mancoba wacinisela wahamba yedvwa wayawudoba tinhlanti. 
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				Ngakusasa Mancoba waya kubangani bakhe kuyobancenga kutsi bahambe naye edamini. Bachubeka bala. Basaba tinyoka tasemantini.
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				Babe Ngomane ngumakadzebona wemdobi. Ngelilanga lelilandzelako, wacondza kubabe Ngomane. Wacela kuhamba naye kuyodoba tinhlanti. Babe Ngomane wavuma. Mancoba wajabula watimisela kubamba tinhlanti letinyenti.
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				Babe Ngomane abelati kakhulu lelidamu iNkhomati. Wahamba naMancoba endzaweni lengenato tinyoka tasemantini. Mancoba wativa ajabulile ngalesincumo.
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				Baphosa emadoba abo base bayalindza. Lidoba laMancoba likhombisa kunyakata. Kusho kutsi lidoba libambe inhlanti.

			

		

	
		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				[image: ]
			

			
				
					13

				

			

		

		
			
				Babe Ngomane watjela Mancoba kutsi advonse lidoba lakhe masinyane. 
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				Lidoba lababe Ngomane nalo lakhombisa kunyakata. Wadvonsa waphuma nabhabuli. 

				Ngalelo lilanga, bonkhe baya ekhaya baphetse tinhlanti etandleni. 
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				Mancoba wadzabuka uma kuphela emalanga ekuphumula ababe Ngomane. Wakhumbula kutsi babe Ngomane abelusito kangakanani kuye. Abengakajabuli kutsi sewutawuhamba yedvwa kuya edamini.
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				Wenta konkhe ngendlela babe Ngomane amfundzise ngakhona.
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